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Part 1

“I move. From early on we are searching. All we do is crave, cry out. Do not have what we want. But we also learn to wait. Because what a child wishes seldom comes in time. We even wait for wishing itself, until it becomes clearer. A Child grasps at everything to find out what it means. Tosses everything aside again, is restlessly curious and does not know what about. But already here the freshness, the otherness lives, of which we dream. Boys destroy what they are given, they search for more, unpack the box. Nobody could name it or has ever received it. So what is ours slips away is not yet here.”


From the moment of birth, people start out with a clean slate. There are no ambitions or persuasions to form that child into what they could possibly be in the future. After birth, children have the natural urge to search and explore. If you have ever watched a small child, you would have noticed that they are always moving around and getting a feel for their environment. They are trying to learn what is around then and how they can manipulate their surroundings. This urge can not be stopped because if that were not there, there would be not point in existence. People are naturally always searching and craving new things. They have the need to discover more whether it be knowledge, be about themselves, or be about what is to come of themselves.


As a child, everyone has a dream of what they would want to be when they become older. This is still just a dream and not a goal because in order to have a goal you must also have a plan for obtaining the goal. Children do not have the knowledge or the experience to know how to obtain their goal, or should I say the dreams that they have. In the selection Bloch says, “what a child wishes seldom comes in time.” Looking back on your own life and childhood, could you say that when you were a child you saw yourself being exactly where you are now? As a child, you do not have a plan to reach your ultimate goal in life, but as you grow older you realize that your goals change and the path you wish to lead your life changes.


Not everyone is goal oriented. Some people like to lead their lives on the path of wishing. They wish to be something or for something to happen later in life and they try to steer their lives until they get the results that they want. In the passage selected from Bloch’s writings he states that “we even wait for wishing itself, until it becomes clearer.” In order to have a wish you must first have a general idea of what you want the outcome to be. You can not try to lead a life on too broad of an idea because there are too many outcomes. Wished must be premeditated and precise before you can actually start leading a life towards that future goal.


Children in early stages exhibit this form of mental behavior towards goal forming and wishing. When a child is old enough to explore, they are always grabbing everything that they can find. This is because they are exploring their world and getting an idea of what everything is. Later on, they start to assimilate and only grab things that they want or have use for. This is the same basic principle for wishing and goal forming. They are exploring from the general to specific just like when you form a goal you have a general wish then you make your way to a specific goal in which you want to achieve. The behaviors shown as children have complete relevance to the way you perform as an adult. People have a natural desire or craving to better themselves. 
Part 2

Aesop was a sixth century BC philosopher. During his life, he created many fables that have values which teach people many life lessons and means of living. His fables always had a form of animal or an object which took on a personality. At the end of each fable there was always a lesson to be learned. From Aesop’s ancient fables, philosophical meanings can still be interpreted from the lessons and meanings today. A few of the basics of philosophy that we have covered are the interpretations of identity, self, and desire. After searching through a few of Aesop’s fables, I have come across a few that have a direct relation to these basic principles that we have studied so far.


Identity can be interpreted as who you are. The values that you obtain and express determine who you are and your identity. One of Aesop’s fables is titled, “The Ass in the Lion’s Skin.”
 In this fable, an ass found a Lion’s skin which a hunter had left out to dry. The ass then put on the lion’s skin and went back into the town in which he lived. All the towns’ people fled the disguised ass in fear for they thought it was a lion. The ass, feeling good about scaring all the people, accidentally brayed. At that point, everyone returned and made the ass feel shameful because then they knew that the ass was not a lion, but was yet an ass. The moral of the fable is that you can take the appearance of someone else, but those who know you will always know you for who you are. I also have a story which has this same meaning. My friends, who I know very well, once tried to apply for a position at a law firm. He found a nice suit, pressed it well, wore a crisp tie, and sprayed on some cologne thinking that he will make a better impression if he looked nice. After his interview, I asked him if he got the job and he told me no. Then, I asked him what he did while he was there. He explain the entire interview to me and I noticed that he spoke to the interviewer in the same tongue as he would speak to me or any of his friends. I told him that no wonder you did not get the job. He was trying to be deceitful to the interviewer and they saw right through his disguise.


Person can almost be defined as identity. When you are identifying self, you are thinking about qualities which change the kind of person you are. An easier way to think about this is good and evil, or maybe giving and greedy. In this fable by Aesop titled, “The Ant and the Dove”
 an Ant returns the favor to a Dove who is in need. In the story, an ant is trying to drink water from the river when it gets swept away into the water. A dove who was sitting in a tree, threw down a leaf to the ant and the ant floated to safety on the bank. Later, the ant sees a bird catcher who is laying a trap for the dove. The ant then stings the bird catcher on the foot and the bird catcher screams. The dove then flies away. The moral is that doing good deeds in turn brings good deeds to you. 


Every person has desire or the need for more. Whether it is the desire to improve them self or the desire to destroy, the will is there. Desire in people can easily become greed. When people become greedy they often end up not having anything in the end. In another one of Aesop’s fables called, “The Goose with the Golden Eggs”
, greed is the mans ultimate downfall. In the story, there is a man who comes across a goose that lays golden eggs. The man then takes one of the eggs back to his home. He then sells the egg for a lot of money. Later, he returns to the goose and obtains another egg which he then sells. He keeps doing this until he is wealthy. The man soon becomes consumed by greed. One day he goes out to the goose that lays golden eggs and he has the intent of taking all the eggs the goose has to offer so that he can make more money faster. He kills the goose and opens it up to take the eggs but he finds nothing. The moral is that greed will only lead to your own downfall. If the man had only kept selling the eggs as they came, he would have gradually become wealthier. Instead, he lost his only chance of becoming wealthy. 
Part 3

By far, the tumbleweed project had to be one of the most difficult assignments I was ever asked to complete. I also never expected that kind of project to come from a Philosophy class. From seeing a tumbleweed, I had to establish a vision. From that vision I had to get an idea of my finished product. Once I had the vision of the product I had to start thinking about making the tumbleweed. I then had to decide on what materials to gather and how I was actually going to assemble the tumbleweed. That’s where technique had to come in to actually put the pieces together. After completing my tumbleweed, I noticed that something as simple as a tumbleweed is complex for a human to try and duplicate. Nature can easily produce and duplicate tumbleweeds but man is yet to understand how to do this. In order to make the tumbleweed, I had to obtain materials that nature has already produced. Also, when I thought about exactly what tumbleweeds are, I realized that tumbleweeds are plants which do not have roots but still are able to get around and reproduce. They survive by rolling and blowing around, spreading their pollen and seeds while acquiring more pieces to it to make it more mobile. Any other plant would have to be rooted and alive in order to reproduce. This goes back to procedure and product. Tumbleweeds have a different procedure than other plants to reproduce but still get the same product.

Part 4


Wittgenstein first introduces his problem of the meaning of word. In order to find the meaning of a word, you must fist get the meaning of meaning. By getting the meaning of meaning you are finding a rational explanation of a meaning. When people try to find explanations for things they either use a verbal or an ostensive definition. He uses the examples “this is red” and “this is called red” to try and illustrate the difference between a verbal and an ostensive explanation. People distinguish objects by associating them with other objects almost like the original or similar. By associating objects with another object we are not giving an explanation or meaning to the object, but giving the object an interpretation for which we think the meaning is.


Interpretation is another way of saying a translation into word language. He uses the example of the English man trying to interpret the German word buch, which means book in English. Going from the German word buch to the English word book is just a translation. He then uses the example the word Banjo and shows an image of what seems to be a guitar, which the Englishman interprets the word Banjo to mean guitar. He now associates the word Banjo with a guitar or a stringed instrument in his mind. By trying to associate objects with a meaning, the true meaning is lost.


Wittgenstein’s next argument is whether people interpret the meaning of an order before they actually complete an order. That means if someone were to ask you to find a blue pen, would you image first the color blue in your head, next the image of a pen, then proceed to find a blue pen or would you automatically envision a blue pen in your mind? Also, when you image the color blue, are you thinking of the actually color blue or are you associating another object with the color blue? This process could continue on forever until the meaning is lost entirely. He says how we use our minds eye instead of physical objects to make associations. We associate images in our mind instead of just finding a real life object to point to and make an active interpretation. 

After reading the first 12 pages from The Blue Book I have considered a few questions that I feel were not answered. Since the creation of modern language people have interpreted meanings falsely and associated meanings with the definitions of other objects. If this process has been continuing how do we know that the meanings we all assume is the actual meaning of a word, is the actual meaning for a word? For all we know the word pen could originally mean valley. Another question I have is that in Wittgenstein’s argument of interpretation, how come he did not include homophones, words that sound or spelled the same but have different meanings?  A final question for The Blue Book is how do we find the absolute meaning of objects if people always interpret definitions and meanings for what they mean then to be? Just because by convention the definition means what it is does not mean that is what it really means.
�  An Ass once found a Lion's skin which the hunters had left out in the sun to dry.  He put it on and went towards his native village.  All fled at his approach, both men and animals, and he was a proud Ass that day.  In his delight he lifted up his voice and brayed, but then every one knew him, and his owner came up and gave him a sound cudgelling for the fright he had caused.  And shortly afterwards a Fox came up to him and said: "Ah, I knew you by your voice."





� An Ant went to the bank of a river to quench its thirst, and being carried away by the rush of the stream, was on the point of drowning.  A Dove sitting on a tree overhanging the water plucked a leaf and let it fall into the stream close to her.  The Ant climbed onto it and floated in safety to the bank.  Shortly afterwards a birdcatcher came and stood under the tree, and laid his lime-twigs for the Dove, which sat in the branches.  The Ant, perceiving his design, stung him in the foot.  In pain the birdcatcher threw down the twigs, and the noise made the Dove take wing.





� One day a countryman going to the nest of his Goose found there an egg all yellow and glittering.  When he took it up it was as heavy as lead and he was going to throw it away, because he thought a trick had been played upon him.  But he took it home on second thoughts, and soon found to his delight that it was an egg of pure gold.  Every morning the same thing occurred, and he soon became rich by selling his eggs.  As he grew rich he grew greedy; and thinking to get at once all the gold the Goose could give, he killed it and opened it only to find nothing.








